
VIRGINIA’S POULTRY INDUSTRY

Poultry and eggs are Virginia’s top agricultural sector, supporting the livelihood of about 1,200 family farms in 35 Virginia localities.  The pastoral Shenandoah Valley is home to nearly 600 families that raise commercial chickens and another 325 families producing turkeys.  Six poultry processing companies (Cargill, George’s Foods, Perdue Farms, Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation, Tyson Foods, and Virginia Poultry Growers Cooperative) make about $100 million in annual payments to contract growers in Virginia.  Raising poultry, while often not a farm’s only source of income, in many cases provides the extra margin of income that keeps farmland in production rather than conversion to commercial or residential development.

ONGOING ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS

Poultry and egg farmers care about water quality.  Clean water is essential for growing healthy birds, and farm families enjoy recreational activities requiring clean rivers and streams.  The majority of Virginia growers have voluntarily implemented nutrient management plans, and approximately 70 percent of Valley poultry farms have voluntarily constructed poultry litter storage buildings.  Locally administered education, technical assistance, and government cost-share programs have been key to our progress.

Virginia poultry processors are also playing a positive role in enhancing water quality through wastewater treatment plant upgrades as well as activities to assist growers with poultry litter management.  Poultry companies provide growers with technical assistance and sponsor educational programs on proper litter management.  They have created a toll-free poultry litter hotline and marketing program to help move litter away from concentrated poultry areas.  Through feed management, including the use of the enzyme phytase, they have on average reduced the phosphorus content of poultry litter by more than 20 percent.  They are exploring alternative uses for poultry litter, such as energy production.  Poultry companies have also contributed significant funds toward university research on water quality.  

VIRGINIA’S POULTRY WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

In 1999, the Virginia General Assembly enacted the Poultry Waste Management Program (House Bill 1207).  This law, the product of a negotiated compromise between Virginia’s agricultural and environmental communities, set forth discrete requirements for poultry growers and poultry processors, respectively.

Grower requirements – The law charged the State Water Control Board with developing a regulatory program requiring a general permit, incorporating a state-approved, phosphorus-based, nutrient management plan and mandating adequate waste storage, for growers.  The program requires tracking and accounting of litter transferred off poultry farms.  Growers with 20,000 or more broilers or laying hens or 11,000 or more turkeys were required to obtain a state-approved nutrient management plan and file for the general permit by October 1, 2001.

Company requirements – The law required the poultry processing companies to file plans with the Department of Environmental Quality by January 1, 2000 and submit annual reports documenting their activities to assist growers with litter management in six areas listed below.  (Some highlights of company compliance activities are listed below each of the six areas.)

· Technical assistance for growers:

· Service technicians assist growers with litter management

· Educational programs for growers, litter brokers and end-users of litter:

· Sponsored operator training program for growers

· Sponsored educational meetings for poultry litter brokers

· Sponsored educational materials for end users

· A litter hotline and advertising program:

· Hotline receives requests for thousands of tons of poultry litter annually

· Development of an alternative use and transportation subsidy program funded equally by the state and the companies:

· Provided grants to Louisa, Madison, and Fauquier County Farm Bureaus to rent manure spreaders for facilitating poultry litter applications outside of concentrated production regions 

· Helped fund transport subsidy pilot project

· Research:

· More than $160,000 provided to Virginia Tech water quality research projects since 2000

· Feed management:

· Phytase phosphorus reduction enzyme incorporated in poultry feed mills, resulting in a more than 20 percent, on average, reduction in phosphorus in Virginia poultry litter

CONCLUSIONS

Virginia is achieving environmental progress through state regulatory programs, locally administered conservation programs, and actions being taken by poultry farmers and processors to protect our natural resources.  Virginia’s poultry industry is committed to sound conservation practices that achieve environmental quality goals while maintaining a positive economic climate for poultry farmers and processors.  

For additional information, please contact the Virginia Poultry Federation at 333 Neff Avenue, Suite C, 540-433-2451, FAX 540-433-3256, or e-mail: info@vapoultry.com.  Also, visit our website at www.vapoultry.com.  
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