
Virginia Poultry Federation Cites Five Farmers for Environmental Excellence

Stewardship Awards Presented at Harrisonburg Ceremony

Contact:  Hobey Bauhan

(540) 433-2451

HARRISONBURG, VA – December 11, 2006 – The Virginia Poultry Federation (VPF) gave five Virginia poultry farms special recognition for their exemplary stewardship of natural resources.  In 2000, the VPF created its Environmental Stewardship Awards to recognize poultry growers who display an outstanding commitment to water quality.  A committee, consisting of industry and community environmental and agricultural leaders, chose four criteria for the award:  

· Overall farm environmental management,

· Innovation in environmental management,

· Environmental excellence, and

· Involvement in relevant community or environmental activities off the farm.  

The committee judged fifteen nominations before deciding on a top winner and four additional winners.  Each winner received a sign to be posted on their farm signifying them as a recipient of the award and a cash prize.

Top winners Gerald, Anita, Monte, and Lavonne Heatwole own and operate Cub Run Poultry and Dairy Farm in eastern Rockingham County.  The Heatwoles farm more than 900 acres of corn, soybeans, hay, and small grains to feed their 300 head Holstein milking herd.  The farm also produces 58,000 forty-pound tom turkeys per year for Virginia Poultry Growers Cooperative.  The Heatwoles were pioneers in the use of nutrient management in the 1980’s, and continue to exhibit exemplary conservation practices throughout their extensive dairy, poultry, and crop production.  The farm has been the site of many tours and field days demonstrating environmental best management practices.   

VPF president Hobey Bauhan stated, “Our judging committee found this farm to be top notch in so many ways from being a good neighbor to aggressively implementing conservation practices.”

Additional winners included:

Glen Hill Farm – Dennis Stoneburner operates this poultry and beef cattle farm in 
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Rockingham County.  The farm, owned by Robert Huffman, raises about a million broiler chickens annually for Tyson Foods.  

Countryside Farm – Jerry and Susan Turner own and operate this poultry and beef cattle farm in Page County.  The farm raises 750,000 broiler chickens annually for Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation. 

Rohrer Bros. – Ralph and George Rohrer operate this dairy and poultry operation in Rockingham County west of Dayton.  The farm raises turkeys for Cargill.  

Newman Family Farm – Dwight and Betsey Newman and their son Dwight own and operate this poultry and beef cattle operation in eastern Rockingham County.  The farm raises broiler chickens for George’s Foods.  

VPF President Hobey Bauhan commented, “Poultry farmers are taking action on a voluntary basis because they care about good water quality.  This award helps highlight outstanding environmental stewardship, and encourages additional voluntary efforts.”

Members of the Federation’s Environmental Awards Committee include Jeff Ishee of WSVA 550 in Harrisonburg, Gary Flory of the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Bobby Clark of Virginia Cooperative Extension in Woodstock, Crawford Patterson of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.  Poultry company representatives are Scott Rightsell of Cargill Turkey Production, David Evick of George’s Foods, Chad May of Tyson Foods, John Gangwer of Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation, Charlotte Waller of the Virginia Poultry Growers Cooperative, and Mike Watkins of Perdue Farms.

####

The Virginia Poultry Federation, founded in 1925, is a nonprofit trade association that promotes the interests of Virginia’s poultry and egg industry through public and government relations and educational programs.  Combined, poultry and eggs represent Virginia’s largest agricultural commodities, supporting the livelihoods of more than 1,200 farms.  Six poultry processing companies (Cargill Turkey Products, George’s Foods, Perdue Farms, Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation, Tyson Foods, and the Virginia Poultry Growers Cooperative) employ nearly 11,000 people in Virginia.
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